Stewardship
Pledge Drive 2022
Our theme this year is based on
Revelations 21:5 “Behold, I make all things new.”
We have seen many changes at St. E’s over the
past few years.
The question is:

How are we being made new?

How are we being made new?

Music Ministries
A new music ministry at St. E's is formed due to the
pandemic.
“Because we needed to socially distance and wear
masks, choir was not an option for a while. But folks
needed music and comradery, so the Bell Choir was
formed. We have 10 active members who rehearse
weekly during the school year and perform about
once a quarter. And this is not made up solely by
choir members....some folks who haven't participated
in the music programs previously have joined us.”
Liz Farr

How are we being made new?

Building & Grounds
The addition of 26 parking spaces close to the
building entrances began in 2021 to provide easier
access to the church for those with mobility
challenges. Outside of normal services times, this
area is also available for other church activities
requiring a paved outdoor space.

How are we being made new?

Outreach
Race Relations
Organized in 2021, our goal is to
improve our understanding of racial
relations and increase our outreach to
support the specific needs in our
community..
Group meetings include book
discussions, field trips, guest speakers
and continuing to develop a
relationship with Vine Middle School,
supporting teachers and students,
providing supplies and engaging in fun
activities.

How are we being made new?

Stewardship & Outreach
Beginning in 2020, we started donating our
Sunday plate collections to various non-profit
organizations, both local and internationally
based. Each Sunday a different organization
is featured.
Over the past 3 years our average annual
plate collections grew from about $4,000 to
over $27,000!

How are we being made new?

Stewardship of Creation
A renewed focus
“We are called by God to be good stewards of
Creation. We worship in a sacred building on
sacred grounds. When we care for the Earth,
protecting native plants and animals, we
cultivate an appreciation for the natural world
and encourage our neighbors to do the same.
Our church grounds provide space for growing
food for our less fortunate neighbors, worship,
and contemplation of Creation.”
Kyle Lewis
“God has written the Gospel not only in books,
but also in trees and other creatures.” ~ Martin
Luther

How are we being made new?

Members!
We wouldn’t exist without our most
important element – members!!
Since 2019 we have welcomed over 100
newcomers to our family of faith.
Our Invite-Welcome-Connect ministry works
to invite folks from our community to join us
for worship and fellowship, helping to connect
new members with others in the parish and
ministry councils that may interest them.

How are we being made new?

Worship Ministries
Our services are faithful to the traditions
of the Episcopal Church, so it may seem
that little changes.
Relatively recently, however, Fr. Brett
has implemented changes to expand the
participation of the congregation in the
conduct of the 10:30 service.
These changes include having the lector
read both lessons, and the prayers of
the people led by an intercessor from
within the congregation.

How are we being made new?

Flower Guild
“New, and very much needed & appreciated flower guild
room across from the kitchen! Much safer to work in!”
“We have added several new talented and enthusiastic
members to the Flower Guild over the last couple of
years. “
“Personally, this ministry brings me joy and hope it does
the same for you. I think our altar arrangements are
appreciated by the congregation and clergy, and
beautifully enhance the Sunday worship services.”
“I have noticed lately that we are beginning to explore
God’s nature and using more of local natural florals in
creative ways “

How are we being made new?

Outreach
Pillowcase Ministry
“All our new Outreach ministries are great, but then
along comes someone with a new idea that has
captured them, and a new ministry is born. Thanks to
Bernadette Renfro, our pillowcase ministry for
Children’s Hospital has really taken hold and spread to
another church, and with our kids in the church. We
even found some folks at the Sustainable Fabrics
Workshop express interest in the project.”
Lynn Moore

How are we being made new?

Building and Grounds
A new look for Tharp Hall
This year we saw a transformation of
Tharp Hall, our gathering space for various
parish activities. A decorative coat of
paint, custom triptych painting, new closet
and cabinet space, new furniture, and
custom designed serving counter surround
gave a fresh look for a place where we
welcome newcomers and celebrate special
occasions. Fine art displays by various
artists will also take place in this updated
space.

